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G«o®ea|fey, #hed of all its synthesitlog rtsfotatlblMtias 
veuld take Into coasidemtion a nusiber of geci®#a]|^lc el«»t«tB, moat 
caneentiate on cmly thoite elaiaents of natlosal power wbieh aae imifatjly 
geographic In nature. ’Bieee are; location, else, iiliape, and 
bomtdarles. 

Theee eleeMmte are factual in that they do eotJUit. fhe nosnaally 
eoneider^ elamnta of clioate; terrain, vi^etatlon, natural z^som’Cus, 
papulation, ethnic characteriatics, trwiiportetion, coaSBaicationa — 
tihile having geographic characterietlca •• are not fundaheirtal gaogriphlc 
factcars hut are conditioned hy ms or mars of the four fia;d*»*mtBl 
elesiente naaeed ahove. For furp€»Be8 of this Pewer Poelticais study, 
these ^piasl'geographlc eleiwnts ehcRjld he considered hy spealaliste 
th«Hie particular fields. 

The growth ai^ expansion of mtlojos, el'Sier pMMsefuUy or otharrlsf!. 
is condltlCHBed to a large degree by the state of knowledge ^.d^dch nations 
have of their own and others’ physical enrtlronBent. A^y favorable dispmit 
In the degzee of sucdi knowledge is hound to give mm i»tion or group of 
natlCKns an advratage with respect to osiers. The Oe(^pn$hio Bosearoh Area 
feels that an assesKsent of the disparity in the degree of knowledge of 
physical envtenaent that exiats in and betwean the Free Wcafld and the 
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Sluo-Sovlet Bloc 18 a »ignlfic«rit •Iwaomt c^H^tbatlng to jfalativ^ 
power. The hroad range of topica who#® eoraaidaratloin wwild he involved 
ia the a»»eass»nt of the diapaarlty of kaowledge of the 3 ^yaical etrrirosaer t 
win he «fvaluate4 as an additional eleaKit* 
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